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Box No. I 



Basis of Ihls opinion 



Wilh regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it w as 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

. which is the language ol a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. Kb ». 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I tablets) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I in written formal 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/fumishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bi.s.I(a)(i) with regard to novelly, inventive step or industrial applicabtlily; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



i. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 1 ~8 
Claims 



Claims 1—8 
Claims 



Claims 1 ~8 
Claims 



NO 



\nES 
NO 



\'ES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

Regarding claims 1-8 

Docunieiu 1: JP, 2003-77122, A (FUJI ELECTRIC CO., LTD.), 14 March, 2003 (14.03.03), FuU 
text; all drawings & US, 2003/64253, Al 

Document 2: JP, 2003-346317, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 5 December, 2003 (05.12.03), FuU 
text; all drawings & US, 2003/219630, Al & EP, 1365389, A2 

Document 3: JP, 2003-9181 1, A (Showa Denko KKK), 28 March, 2003 (28.03.03), paragraph [0022] 
& US, 2003/59651, Al 

Document 4: JP, 2003-162812, A ((FUJI ELECTRIC CO., LTD.), 6 June, 2003 (06.06.03), Full text, 
all drawings (Family: none) 

Document^5: JP, 2004-22082, A (Fuji Electric Holdings Co., Ltd.), 22 January, 2004 (22.01 .04), FuU 
text; all drawings (Family: none) 

Documents 1-5 show the general technical level in the technical field concerned, and each 
describes a vertical magnetic recording medium, but none of the documents describes or suggests a 
technique wherein (1) a layer comprising at least one element, chosen from among Ru, Rh, Os, Ir or 
Pt, is adopted as a foundation layer and (2) a layer comprising CoPtCrB is adopted, in which Cr is 2- 
12 atom %, B is 0.5-5 atom %, and the sum of oxide and nitride is 4-12 mol%. 
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